
common and natu-

rally occurs in our

desert trees. It's actu-

ally a parasite spread

by native birds, and

can negatively im-

pact the health and

beauty of the host

tree. You can remove

mistletoe by cutting

it away from tree

branches or trunks.

Entire tree branches

may need to be removed, especially if the

mistletoe infestation has made them brit-

tle. Consider carefully before removing

prominent or multiple tree branches, as

this could ruin the tree's natural beauty.

Removing mistletoe is difficult, because

it has a tendency to grow back from within

the tree and birds are continually spread-

ing new seeds. Not only do birds spread

seeds, but mistletoe berries are an impor-

tant food source for them as well. So, it's

okay to have a little mistletoe in your land-

scape, as long as you can control it by oc-

casionally removing or cutting it back. A

tree with one or two small clumps of mistle-

toe can be healthy and beautiful-and at-

tract birds to your yard.
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MISTLETOE IS VERY
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