




ABOVE An expansive outdoor living area offers a front-row
seat for mountain views. RIGHTThe hardscape design
includes concrete pavers and rounded river rocks leading
to the pool. Red-flowering aloe is a low-water-use plant
that adds a touch of color as well as asculptural effect.

was in line with the house, with the desert floor three
feet below. Large gray concrete pavers of varying sizes
were placed among rounded river rocks near an
outdoor shower area. Rock mulch, used in this fash-
ion, allowed rainwater to be utilized by the plants in
this area.

Plant selection was made at the same time as plan-
ning the hardscape. Although hundreds of species
were available, Connolly suggested a basic palette that
consisted mostly of native varieties, in which several
key plants are repeated throughout for consistency.
Because views were to be very well protected, most
plants selected were low in stature. For visual interest
and height, saguaros were interspersed. Extra soil cre-
ated berms and large boulders were carefully placed
to break up the flatness. Plant variety was achieved by
selecting several different shapes - clumping shapes
such as calylophus (sundrops) and justicia (Mexican
honeysuckle) were combined with wispy shapes such
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as muhlenbergia (bull grass), and salvia (Texas violet). Spiky and bold
plants such as agave and aloe were selected for their sculptural effect.
Along the driveway, ocotillos were added for a vertical element.

To conserve water, three underground tanks (holding 1,700 gallons
each) were installed to collect and store rainwater from the roof. In addi-
tion, an irrigation controller system was installed to measure the evapo-
transpiration of the plants and the soil.

Once the final stages of the design were in place, the homeowners
contacted Marylee Pangman of The Contained Gardener to suggest
accents with large pottery and selected plants to blend in with the new
landscape design. More than 20 pots were chosen and placed near the
kitchen, patio and pool areas for additional color and texture accents. HG

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
Homeowners Peter and Marsha
Badanes; star jasmine, with its
glossy green foliage and sweet
scent, covers a wall near the
outdoor shower; neutral colored
rock mulch blends with the desert
floor and allows plants to show
off their blooms. Container plant-
ings break up expansive areas of
concrete in the hardscape.

For more information see The Source on page 44.

www.tucsonhomeandgarden.com Tucson Lifestyle HOME & GARDEN I OCTOBER 2009 33




